in the heart of the Szeklerland

Situated in the eastern part of Transylvania, along one of the main routes of the region, Miercurea
Ciuc is the county town of Harghita County. It lies in a central location within the Szeklerland, 100 km
north of Brașov, 150 km east of Târgu Mureș and 242 km east of Cluj Napoca, on the left bank of the
river Olt.
Miercurea Ciuc can be approached on public roads from several directions. From the west – from the
direction of Odorheiu Secuiesc – it can be reached by taking National Road 13A. From north to south
the town is crossed by European Route E 578 overlapping with National Road 12. If travelling by air,
the closest airports are the Bacău International Airport (124 km) and the Târgu Mureș International
Airport (157 km). As far as rail travel is concerned, Miercurea Ciuc lies on the main rail line no. 400,
which links the town with other regions of the country.
Miercurea Ciuc is the geographic, economic and cultural centre of the Ciuc Basin, the population of
which is about 150,000. According to the 2011 census, the town is inhabited by 37,980 people,
comprising nearly 25% of the Ciuc Basin’s total population. About 80% of the town’s inhabitants are
ethnic Hungarians, and more than 70% belong to the 15 to 59 age group.
The region is particularly rich in mineral springs, a potential that has favoured the opening of a
number of lidos and mineral water bottling plants. The agriculture is increasingly based on animal
husbandry, a tendency strengthened by the high proportion of hayfields (46%), fodder cultivation on
arable lands, as well as by the growing number of cattle farms.
Harghita Băi is a climatic resort belonging to Miercurea Ciuc, known for its mofette and mineral
springs. It is situated 21 km west of Miercurea Ciuc at an altitude of 1350 m above sea level. The gas
emanations from the mofette are recommended for the treatment of diseases such as chronic
arthritis, high blood pressure, stenosis, venous vascular lesions, sclerodermatitis, discopathia,
radiculopathy and spondylosis. In summer Harghita Băi is a popular place for hiking, while in winter it
is the most frequented ski-resort in the region, with an adventure park, several well equipped ski
slopes, hire shops and various possibilities for accommodation.
The Șumuleu Ciuc pilgrimage site is one of the most important sacral places in Transylvania, with
developed infrastructure and dramatic scenery. Besides the Pentecost Pilgrimage, the Day of a
Thousand Szekler Maids and other programmes are also organised here.
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Miercurea Ciuc has been the educational centre of the region since the Franciscans opened the first
secondary school in Șumuleu Ciuc in the 17th century. The Paulines had settled in Șumuleu Ciuc as
early as in the Middle Ages. At present there are eight secondary schools in the town offering a
large variety of specialisations, where around 1000 young people sit for the final exams every year. At
secondary level, theoretical, religious, vocational and art education are equally available.
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Besides grammar schools, where the language of instruction is either the Hungarian or the Romanian,
vocational schools, meeting the demands of the labour market, provide training for a variety of
careers: economics, commerce, tourism, public nutrition, aesthetics and hygiene, construction
and automation, environmental protection, electronics, mechanics, textile industry, forestry,
wood processing, industrial chemistry, food industry. Following their studies in the specialisations
above, secondary school pupils can obtain more than 20 qualifications. In the present days, in
Miercurea Ciuc, more than 4000 young people take part in the secondary educational system.
Higher education in the region has been developing significantly in the past 20 years. An important
stage in this process was the establishment of the Miercurea Ciuc Faculty of the Sapientia Hungarian University of Transylvania in autumn 2001. Now there are two faculties, attended by 733
students. Every year about 200 students graduate at BA level (after the completion of six-semester
courses), obtaining degrees in the following fields: Agro-Alimentary Economics, Accounting and
Management IT, General Economics, Marketing, Romanian Language and Literature – English
Language and Literature, Universal and Comparative Literature – English Language and Literature,
Applied Sociology, Communication and Public Relations, while at BS level (after completing eight-semester courses) students can graduate in Environmental Engineering and Environmental Protection in Industry, Food Products Engineering, Industrial Biotechnologies, Engineering and
Management in Catering and Agritourism. At MA level, the university offers possibilities for specialisation in Leading and Organisation, Engineering in Agriculture and Rural Development, as well as in
Sociology. The university also organises conferences, summer courses and scientific assemblies,
often in collaboration with partner institutions form the town and from Harghita County. The Szent
István University of Gödöllő, in cooperation with Sapientia University and two other institutions, has
founded the Agrarian Innovation Centre of the Szeklerland. Last but not least, Sapientia University
has in view the establishment of an economic and IT cluster, with the involvement of companies
operating in this field.
Education in Romanian language is also present at different levels in the town. Besides primary and
secondary education, Lucian Blaga University residing in Sibiu runs distance-learning courses on law
and economics. All in all, there are more than 1000 students following their studies in the institutions of higher education in Miercurea Ciuc, specialising in more than 30 areas.
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SITES RECOMMENDED FOR RESIDENTIAL FUNCTIONS (LOW AND MIDDLE SIZED RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS)

Str. Bradului and the
surrounding area:

5.3.

/// A 5-hectare area in the eastern
part of the Tudor district.
/// Recommended for residential land use.
/// The elaboration of a zonal plan required.

29

The eastern part
of Hospital hill:
/// A 5-hectare land with several owners.
/// The elaboration of a zonal plan required.

5.4.

Promising enterprises have appeared in the field of information technology, specialising in software
development and computer programming.
In 2012 there were about 1000 jobseekers in the town, who gained work experience mostly in the
building industry, in mechanical, electrical and plumbing services, as well as in the trade and service
industry.
Although Miercurea Ciuc and the Ciuc Basin have a varied economic life, most of the viable enterprises
operate in the domain of food industry. Beer industry has a several-decade-long tradition in the
region. Heineken, the biggest brewing company in Europe, runs one of Romania’s largest bottling
plants in the town. Also, a number of mineral water bottling plants (e.g. Perla Harghitei, Tușnad),
market participants involved in the milling, bakery, pasta and alcoholic beverage industry, as well as
dairy factories unfold their activities relying on foreign and domestic capital.
Other branches of industry are also significant, from which the plastic processing companies of
national importance (e.g. Harplast), the transportation and logistic companies (e.g. Waberer’s) and
some production units following the traditions of the textile industry are worth mentioning.
6
One of the strengths of Miercurea Ciuc is the building industry. At least seven building companies of
over 1.5 million EUR have their site and headquarters in the town. The commercial function of
Miercurea Ciuc is also strong: one hypermarket selling building materials, 3-4 important warehouses,
shops, distributors of cooling technology products, appliances, metalware and electrical products,
closing devices, furniture, paints, chemicals and tools operate in the town. Trade in household goods is
also represented by supermarkets and discount stores.
The catering industry is also well represented in Miercurea Ciuc, with high standard hotels (rated at
two or three stars, but often providing services of higher quality), guesthouses with wonderful
panoramic view, comprising restaurants, well equipped conference centres, wellness and fitness
facilities, car rental offices and even travel agencies.
Car dealers are also present in the town. Dealers and specialist car services of brands such as Škoda,
Ford, Peugeot, Renault and Dacia, second hand car dealers have appeared in the past decades. Nine
petrol stations, several car repair workshops, technical specialist shops and spare part dealers are also
at disposal.

Miercurea Ciuc and its surroundings have undergone significant changes in the last decade. The Local
Council has carried out investments that contribute to the improvement of the town’s aspect and
infrastructure, a target facilitated by European Union projects, as well.
Supporting mass sports along with professional sports is also regarded as a priority: a modern
sports arena and a water polo size indoor swimming pool have been built in the last five years.
Schools have been modernised, a compelling example being the full refurbishment of the building that
houses the Roman Catholic Grammar School. The archaeological prospection, restoration and
rehabilitation of the Mikó Castle and its surroundings took place in 2011-2012. In the past two years
the most important squares, playgrounds and the pedestrian precinct of the town have been newly
paved, together with the modernisation of the underlying pipe system and the replacement of the
street furniture. Bypasses are being built; hundreds of buildings have been insulated from loss of heat
– a project carried out in partnership with the Local Council.
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The County Emergency Hospital annually provides medical aid for more than 20,000 in-patients as
well as for more than 120,000 outpatients and cases of emergency. Ten wards of the hospital have
been refurbished, medical tools and instruments have been purchased in the past three years. There
are over 30 consulting rooms, more than 20 dental surgeries and laboratories in the town.
Banks, cafés, shops and office buildings have been refurbished in the town centre. Besides cultural
and educational investments, the Local Council has supported companies providing public services
with capital financing. Harvíz Rt., the regional water management company, has launched an
infrastructural investment of more than ten million euros, aiming to modernise the entire water and
sewerage pipeline network of the Ciuc Basin.
The complex infrastructural refurbishment of Harghita Băi is to be supported by a European Union
project, the objective of which is the modernisation of the streets, electrical network and the car
parks in the resort. The prospective opening of a therapeutic centre in Harghita Băi, the various
facilities for summer and winter sports, together with the indoor swimming pool, the multifunctional
sports arena, the ice rink and the international sports events, make it possible for Miercurea Ciuc to
aim at gaining the reputation of a sports town recognised both at national and international level,
which offers adequate facilities for sports activities in all seasons of the year, for professionals and
amateurs alike.
It can be seen that the strengths of Miercurea Ciuc easily surpass its size, regardless whether its
economic, cultural, religious or sports dimensions are considered. The Local Council encourages
investors to choose our town with correct, fast and predictable procedures for any kind of investment.

SITES RECOMMENDED FOR RESIDENTIAL FUNCTIONS (LOW AND MIDDLE SIZED RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS)

5.1.

Ciba
/// Area of more than 10 hectares
(of which 2.6 hectares are parcelled),
in the western part of Miercurea Ciuc,
between the industrial district
and the Harghita mountains, in Ciba.
/// The development and parcellation of the area
has been carried out according to the ZUP.
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5.2.

Str. Câmpul Mare and
the surrounding areas
/// An area of more than 15 hectares
at the foot of Mount Șumuleu Mare,
parallel with Szék Street.
/// A new residential area, part
of which has already been parcelled,
and regulated by a development plan.
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WESTERN INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT
1.1.
1.2.
1.3.
1.4.
1.5.
1.6.
1.7.
1.8.
1.9.
1.10.
1.11.
1.12.
1.13.
1.14.
1.15.
1.16.

Land and buildings belonging to the former tractor factory
Buildings belonging to the pellet factory
Buildings belonging to the former furniture factory
ASCO site
Bratim hall
Trazmar site
Co-mod site
Office building, pump house and adjoining lands
Coninter buildings
Buildings belonging to the old slaughterhouse
Adisan complex
Volkswagen showroom
Headquarters of Tectum Company
Geplas-Bau site
Tectum Company, door and window manufacturing workshop
Concreted platform
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FORMER EASTERN INDUSTRIAL SITE
2.1.
2.2.
2.3.
2.4.
2.5.

Buildings and adjoining lands belonging to the former knitwear factory
Csíki Plaza
Department of the old tractor factory
The Madezit building
Empty land in the former Eastern Industrial District

TOWN CENTRE
3.1.
3.2.
3.3.
3.4.
3.5.
3.6.

The building of the former Redoute (ballroom)
The Dr. Bochkor Béla house
The former Hirsch Hugó house
The Zakariás house
The foundations of the IRIS block of flats
Buildings with productive and commercial functions owned by the Orthodox Church

OTHER SITES
The Anavie building
The Mikó mansion and outbuildings
Remaining mine buildings in Harghita Băi
Campsite in Harghita Băi
The Miercurea Ciuc Mineral Spa (Szécseny lido)

4.1.
4.2.
4.3.
4.4.
4.5.

SITES RECOMMENDED FOR
RESIDENTIAL FUNCTIONS

(LOW AND MIDDLE SIZED RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS)
Ciba
Str. Câmpul Mare and the surrounding areas
Str. Bradului and the surrounding area
The eastern part of Hospital hill

5.1.
5.2.
5.3.
5.4.

SITES RECOMMENDED FOR SERVICE FUNCTIONS
HWestern part of Zorilor Street, in the Western Industrial District
Southern side of Ciba Street
Topliţa Street, the northern exit of the town
Smaller areas in the Western Industrial District

6.1.
6.2.
6.3.
6.4.

